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ALVORD UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

 
January 14, 2009 

 
Attendees:     Members:   K.R. Zack Earp, Dr. Sharon Mateja, Gail Gainer-Bateman, Robert Martinez   
 Invitees: Robert Anslow, Attorney; Ed Mierau, Neff Constriction; Brian Staton, HMC Architects; Patrice Langevin, HMC 

Architects 
 District Staff:  Wendel Tucker, Angie Lopez, Connie McDonald  
Absent: Members:  Katricia Victorine-Alwardt, Javier Ruiz, Irene Estrada 
 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION REQUIRED 
 

Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Dr. Wendel Tucker opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. A quorum was established with the following members in 
attendance: 
 
 Mr. Zack Earp, President 
 Dr. Sharon Mateja, Vice President 
 Ms. Gail Gainer-Bateman 
 Mr. Robert Martinez  

 

 
HMC Architects’ 

Presentation  
 

 
Ms. Patrice Langevin, HMC Architects, presented a diagram of Foothill 
Elementary School and discussed the construction progress at Foothill, 
Myra Linn and Valley View Elementary Schools as well as Wells 
Middle School. During Phase 1 (Hardship funded projects) the 
temporary portables were replaced with new two-story classrooms. The 
new classrooms include improved lighting, Smart Boards (interactive, 
electronic white boards) and new computer stations. Ms. Patrice 
Langevin explained that Phase 2 (Bond funded projects) covers new 
administration buildings, libraries, MPRs, and gymnasiums at various 
sites in the District. Phase 2 will also provide extended and improved 
student drop-off areas and additional parking at some or all of the 
schools. Electrical upgrades for Myra Linn and Valley View Elementary 
Schools and Wells Middle School are currently out to bid.  It is expected 
that these three sites will be the prototype for Phase 2 at the other 
schools. 
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Dr. Wendel Tucker reported that the existing administration buildings at 
various sites will be demolished as part of the facilities rebuild and 
modernization; therefore, the administration function will be temporarily 
relocated on each campus. The sites will be closed entirely the day after 
the teachers have finished their assignments. There will be no summer 
programs or after school programs on these school sites during this time. 
Office staff and custodians will be reassigned to other sites. The 
projected timeline for Phase 2 is June, 2009 through August, 2010. 
 
Committee President Zack Earp asked how the District is keeping the 
community informed with the ongoing projects. Dr. Wendel Tucker 
responded that the school principals are kept informed of progress and 
planning. The principals share the information with the teachers and 
staff on each site and they will continue to update the school’s 
newsletter. HMC Architects has also given presentations to the 
principals and staff at some sites. Other information distribution methods 
include posting updates on the District website and scheduling parent 
nights in the Spring.  
 
Dr. Wendel Tucker thanked Ms. Patrice Langevin for her presentation 
and update. 

 
Public Comments 

 
There were no public comments. 

 

 
Approval of Minutes  

from Meeting of  
October 8, 2008 

 
President Zack Earp made a motion to approve the minutes of October 8, 
2008. Vice President Sharon Mateja seconded the motion and the 
Committee unanimously voted to approve the minutes. 

 

 
Selection of a New 
Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee Business 

Representative 

 
Ms. Debra Kroning resigned as the Business Representative from the 
Committee effective November 6, 2008, when she was selected to fill a 
vacant position on the District’s Board of Education.  Mr. Robert 
Martinez volunteered and was designated to serve as the Business 
Representative for the Committee.   There were no objections. 

 
   

 
Review of the Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee’s 

 Annual Report 

 
Mr. Robert Anslow explained that the annual report covers a limited 
period of time for fiscal year 2007/08 (ending June 30, 2008).  Annual 
reports are typically adopted for fiscal years and normally go to the 
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Board of Education once the relevant audit report is complete during the 
months of November through February. The Committee’s first annual 
report will cover the period beginning with the inception of the Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee on March 6, 2008, through June 30, 2008. Next 
year at this time, the Committee will adopt its annual report for the 
period July 1, 2008, through June 30, 2009. Mr. Robert Anslow further 
explained that the annual report handout is a draft form that includes the 
names of the Committee members, their positions, meetings held, 
contact information and the required legal findings for the covered 
period. After the annual report is adopted, it will be posted on the 
Citizens’ Oversight Committee’s website 
 
Mr. Robert Anslow suggested adopting the annual report at the next 
meeting with the number of Committee members present. After 
discussion, the Committee chose to consider adoption of the annual 
report at its next meeting when more Committee members might be 
present.  After the report is finalized and adopted by the Committee, Ms. 
Connie McDonald, Clerk/Recording Secretary, will sign it and submit it 
to the Board of Education to receive and file. After the Board of 
Education receives it, the annual report will be posted on the Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee’s website. Committee President Zack Earp 
agendized the approval of the final annual report to the next Committee 
meeting. He also suggested that cell phone numbers for the Committee 
members be brought to the next meeting for Ms. Connie McDonald to 
call the Committee members who do not show up for the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Anslow will submit a 
proposed final annual report to Dr. 
Wendel Tucker and Ms. Connie 
McDonald prior to the next Committee 
meeting. Ms. Connie McDonald will mail 
the proposed final report along with the 
packet of meeting materials for the next 
Committee meeting. Ms. Connie 
McDonald will contact the Committee 
members on the day of the meeting to 
inquire if they plan to attend the meeting 
and to stress the importance of their 
attendance for adoption of the annual 
report. 

 
Update on Current Bond 

Fund Expenditures 

 
Dr. Wendel Tucker reviewed the project expenditure reports provided to 
the Committee and asked if anyone had any questions. Dr. Wendel 
Tucker reported that a portion of the $60,000,000 bond proceeds have 
been spent.  With the anticipated sale of the Bond Anticipation Notes in 
March, the District anticipates receiving $50,000,000 to complete 
Hillcrest High School and the three projects.  A decision on the 
following bond funded projects will be made by approximately 2010. 
However, if the economy is still down next year, the District doesn’t 
anticipate receiving money from the State. The ability to issue further 
series of bonds would then diminish and any future contracts might have 
to be slowed or stopped. 
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Hillcrest High School:  
Mr. Robert Martinez asked for clarification on the expenditure 
handout for Hillcrest High School.  He questioned the amount of 
$239,266 for contract changes and general conditions. Mr. Ed 
Mierau explained that there were no changes on Hillcrest High 
School. The $239,266 amount is the added amount for the site 
portion of general conditions for the Sukut Construction contract. 
Mr. Ed Mierau explained that every line item in the accounting 
system has to have an initial estimated figure. The initial amount 
of $350,000 is an original estimate anticipating that the project 
would bid and be adjusted to actuals based on an increase of 
$239,266 that brings it to the actual or current contract amount of 
$589,266 after a recalculation based on Sukut Construction’s bid. 
Mr. Ed Mierau stated that as the offsite comes in, this amount will 
be adjusted again based on the increase in construction cost.  
 
Vice President Sharon Mateja asked if future reports could identify the 
columns as “plug” or “actual” amounts.  
 
Ms. Angie Lopez reported that the District is anticipating receiving 
$25,000,000 from the State for Hillcrest High School. There is enough 
bond money to finish the high school.  If the District does not receive 
$25,000,000 in State funds, the District would defer the money into the 
high school and continue building core facilities.  Future projects would 
be reviewed to determine funding for these projects.  
  
Stokoe Elementary School:  This project has not gone to bid yet. Legal 
counsel is finalizing the contract documents. Once the contracts are 
finalized, Ms. Angie Lopez will review them and will forward the 
contracts to Mr. Ed Mierau for validation before proceeding with this 
project. 
Norte Vista High School:  The two-story classroom will be completed in 
approximately 30-40 days. 
Fire Alarms: Fire alarms are included at all sites in the current funding. 
Lunch Shelters – All school sites will receive improved lunch shelters. 
This is included in the original bond language.  La Sierra High School’s      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                     
 
                                                                                                                
Ms. Angie Lopez will work with Ms. 
Charlene Edivan, Fiscal Services, on 
making the report more understandable. 
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old gym will be converted to a multi-purpose room/cafeteria contingent 
on the whether the new $16,000,000 gymnasium is built.   
 
Dr. Wendel Tucker reported that the pooled investment fund has stopped 
all public works contracts. This will not impact the District for the next 
three or four years. All current projects are based upon local General 
Obligation Bond funds and are not dependent upon funding from the 
State for completion. 

 
Comments from 

Committee Members 

 
President Zack Earp asked for comments from the Committee members.  
Vice President Sharon Mateja expressed appreciation for the project 
updates and status.  Since the Committee members are kept informed of 
the projects and expenditures, she asked if Committee members could be 
spokespersons for the schools in their community. Committee members 
could answer questions that the public might have and reaffirm what the 
District is accomplishing. 

 

 
Next Citizens’ Oversight 

Committee Meeting 

 
The next Citizens’ Oversight Committee meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 1, 2008, 6:30 p.m., at Wells Middle School, Room 14, 
located at 10000 Wells Avenue, Riverside, CA 92503.   
 

 
Postscript: Ms. Connie McDonald sent e-
mail notices to the Committee members 
informing them of the next Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee meeting. 

 
Future Agenda Items 

 
Dr Wendel Tucker stated that Mr. Ernie Acosta, Controller/Fiscal 
Services retired from the District.  Mr. Paul Gill will be introduced as 
the new Assistant Superintendent of Business Services at the next 
Committee meeting.  

 

 
Tour of Foothill 

Elementary School 

 
The Committee members declined a tour of Foothill Elementary School.  

 

 
Adjournment 

 
President Zack Earp adjourned the Citizens’ Fiscal Oversight Committee 
meeting at 7:33 pm. 
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Connie McDonald 
Clerk/Recording Secretary        cc: Charlene Edivan, Senior Account Clerk/Fiscal Services 


