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ALVORD UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (COC) MEETING 

October 8, 2008 
 
Attendees:     Members:  K. R. Zack Earp, Katricia Victorine Alwardt, Irene Estrada, Javier Ruiz, Gail Gainer-Bateman, Debra Kroning, Dr. 

Sharon Mateja,  
 Invitees:  Robert Anslow, Attorney; Ed Mierau, Neff Construction; Patrice Langevin, HMC Architects  
 District Staff:  Dr. Wendel Tucker, Ernie Acosta, Connie McDonald  
Absent: Members:  Robert Martinez; Invitees: Brian Staton, HMC Architects; District Staff:  Angie Lopez 
 
 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION REQUIRED 
 

Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Dr. Wendel Tucker opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 
Public Comments 

 
Ms. Katricia Victorine Alwardt expressed some concerns on 
behalf of the public who live in the Hillcrest High School area:    
1) why did the trucks stop running five at a time, 2) why was the 
water cut down, and 3) why do they have to meet at 5:30 a.m.?  
Neighbors are complaining about the dust and the noise so early in 
the morning. Mr. Ed Mierau stated that these are service trucks 
that arrive before the workers begin their day. Dr. Wendel Tucker 
asked if they could service the trucks in the evening because 
people would be less concerned about the noise at 9:00 p.m. or 
10:00 p.m. rather than early in the morning. Mr. Ed Mierau stated 
that there is a legal work-hour restriction from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. He can request that they come during those hours if 5:30 a.m. 
is creating a significant disturbance. Mr. Ed Mierau explained that 
water is used for dust control as well as compaction in the pad and 
landfill areas.  One possible cause for a reduction in water use 
might be winds over 25 mph.   
 
Dr. Wendel Tucker welcomed and introduced Mr. Javier Ruiz, a 
Committee member, who was able to attend for the first time.   

 
Dr. Wendel Tucker and Mr. Ed Mierau will 
follow-up with these issues. 

 
Presentation on Valley 

View Elementary School 

 
Dr. Wendel Tucker welcomed and introduced Ms. Patrice 
Langevin, lead architect from HMC Architects for bond projects. 
Ms. Patrice Langevin displayed diagrams and photographs of the 
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new classrooms at Valley View Elementary School. Mr. Ed 
Mierau, Neff Construction, will oversee the construction of the 
administration building, library, and multi-purpose room.  Bond 
monies will fund the construction that is expected to begin in 
February 2009 and will be completed in approximately 12 months. 
Additional parking spaces will also be added at Valley View 
Elementary School to help alleviate the problem of dropping off 
and picking up students. 
 
Dr. Wendel Tucker stated that the architecture of Valley View’s 
new buildings will be the prototype for other District campuses.  
By using the same prototype, cost effectiveness can be achieved 
and construction will proceed faster. Technology in the new 
buildings will be updated as well. Once the new classrooms are 
completed, the portable classrooms will be removed.   

 
Approval of Minutes from 
Meeting of June 11, 2008 

 
Mr. Zack Earp made a motion to approve the minutes of June 11, 
2008, Ms. Debra Kroning seconded the motion and the minutes 
were approved by the Committee. 

 
 

 
Election of Officers 

 

 
Mr. Robert Anslow explained that the function of the president of 
the Citizens Oversight Committee is to chair meetings and to 
receive all comments from the Committee members when the 
meetings are not in session.  The president is the chief point of 
contact between the Committee and the District.  The function of 
the vice president is to chair meetings in the absence of the 
president.  
 
Ms. Debra Kroning made a motion to elect Mr. Zack Earp as the 
Committee president, Dr. Sharon Mateja seconded the motion and 
the motion was approved by the Committee. 
 
Ms. Debra Kroning made a motion to elect Dr. Sharon Mateja as 
the vice president, President Zack Earp seconded the motion and 
the motion was approved by the Committee. 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 



Page 3 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION REQUIRED 
 

Update on General 
Obligation Bonds  

Series A Bond Sale 

 
Mr. Robert Anslow provided an update on the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series A bond sale costs of issuance. As discussed at the 
June 11th Citizens Oversight Committee meeting, the Series A 
Bonds were sold at a premium which was used to pay for the costs 
of issuance of the bonds without taking away the construction 
dollars. Mr. Ernie Acosta reported that the District paid 
$1,409,925.00 on the costs of issuance including the purchase of a 
bond insurance policy.  

 
Please refer to the minutes of the Committee 
Meeting held on June 11, 2008. 

 
Update on Current Bond 

Fund Expenditures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a)  Specific Bond Funded 
Projects 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Connie McDonald distributed the facility project reports at the 
meeting. Dr. Wendel Tucker wanted to explain the reports this 
first time, but also explained that the facility project reports will be 
mailed to the Committee members in advance of Committee 
meetings in the future. As projects progress, more information on 
Groups 1-4 as outlined in the project reports will be included on 
the worksheets. Some of these sites had work previously done, i.e., 
classrooms, with Hardship Funding.   
 
The Certificates of Participation (COP’s) issued for the Child 
Nutrition Center and Villegas Middle School projects were 
prepaid with proceeds of the Series A Bonds. Ms. Irene Estrada 
asked for a list of vendors and the scope of work for the Child 
Nutrition Center and Villegas Middle School projects to ensure 
that those expenditures coincide with the authorized bond-related 
projects and to verify that the two COP’s were actually facilities 
related. Dr. Wendel Tucker explained that the bond language 
specifically authorized the prepayment of the COP’s for the Child 
Nutrition Center and Villegas Middle School projects that were 
overseen by a prior District Citizens’ Oversight Committee.   Mr. 
Robert Anslow stated that a breakdown of costs for bond-funded 
projects that were COP funded would indicate that they were 
funding bricks and mortar, not salaries.  In expending G.O. Bond 
proceeds, facilities expenditures were refunded that were made 
before the bonds were authorized. Since this was reviewed by the 
prior Citizens’ Oversight Committee, the current Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee will not review the scope of work for those 
two projects. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Ernie Acosta will provide the language on 
the COP’s indicating which District facility 
projects were paid for with the proceeds of the 
COP’s.   
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b)  Construction Project 
Expenditures 

 

 
Mr. Ernie Acosta reported on the expenditure worksheets that 
were distributed during the Committee meeting.  He explained 
how the project budget pages provide the contractor names and 
detail the description of category services provided as requested at 
the June 11, 2008, Committee meeting. Architectural and pre-
engineering fees are shown on the reports at this time. The reports 
indicate the initial amount of the contract, year-to-date changes, 
payments and totals.  For instance, he explained that $21 million 
was paid on the Hillcrest High School project; $19 million was 
part of Hardship Funding that was used for the land purchase, 
architectural work and included as part of this project. There is 
$1.5 million of Hardship funding remaining that is being spent 
down and the remainder is bond money. 
 
Dr. Wendel Tucker reported that construction is projected to begin 
as follows: 
 
Group 1 – 2009  (Myra Linn & Valley View Elem. & Wells Middle)   
Group 2 – 2010  (La Granada & Twinhill Elem. & Arizona Middle) 
Group 3 – 2011  (Foothill & McAuliffe Elem. & La Sierra High) 
Group 4 – 2012  (Arlanza & Collett Elem. & Alvord High Continuation)  
 
Dr. Wendel Tucker stated that it is not the function of the Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee to approve these expenditures but to ensure 
that the expenditures are made on bond measure authorized 
projects. 
 
Part of the modernization projects will include upgrading 
technology, telephone systems, and fire and alarm systems.  
Wireless, electronic locks are expected to be installed on all bond-
related schools.  By 2014 all schools are expected to have wireless 
electronic locks. 
 
Ernie volunteered to meet and share any requested information 
with Committee members at any time in his office.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Call Mr. Ernie Acosta at (951) 509-5175 if you 
have questions or would like to meet with Mr. 
Ernie Acosta. Mr. Robert Anslow stated that 
members may meet with Mr. Acosta if there is 
less than a quorum (4 members).  If five or 
more members wish to meet with Mr. Ernie 
Acosta, then a Committee meeting would need 
to be called. 
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Comments from 
Committee Members 

 
President Zach Earp asked for comments from Committee 
members.  Mrs. Irene Estrada thanked Mr. Ernie Acosta for 
providing a detailed and informative report.   

 
Future Agenda Items 

 
President Zach Earp asked for future agenda items for the next 
Committee meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Wendel Tucker stated that HMC Architects could do another 
presentation on Foothill, Myra Linn, and Valley View Elementary 
Schools and Wells Middle School. 
 
Mr. Robert Anslow stated that the Committee is required to 
provide an annual report to the public. Since the Committee is 
approaching its first year in January of 2009, the Committee might 
want to designate a time of the year to consider and adopt its 
annual report, possibly in March. The annual report includes such 
items as what the Committee has undertaken, findings the 
Committee has made, if any, and what actions they have taken, if 
any.   

 
Committee members should contact Ms. Connie 
McDonald by January 1, 2009, to add items to 
the agenda and she will forward them to 
President Zach Earp. If members want to 
discuss an item with President Zach Earp prior 
to the next meeting, they should contact Ms. 
Connie McDonald and she will discuss with 
President Zack Earp. 
 
Ms. Connie McDonald will add this item to the 
agenda.   
 
 
Ms. Connie McDonald will add this item to the 
agenda. Mr. Robert Anslow will send sample 
reports from other districts to Dr. Wendel 
Tucker and Ms. Connie McDonald. 

 
Next Citizens’ Oversight 

Committee Meeting 

 
Mr. Robert Anslow suggested scheduling the next Committee 
meeting at another bond-funded school site so that Committee 
members can see the actual bond-funded construction at the site.  
Dr. Sharon Mateja suggested touring Hillcrest High School, but 
due to grading at the site, there are safety concerns at Hillcrest 
High School at this time. Ms. Irene Estrada suggested having the 
Committee meeting at Foothill Elementary School.   
 
The Committee decided to schedule the next Committee meeting 
on Wednesday, January 14, 2009, 6:30 pm., at Foothill Elementary 
School.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Connie McDonald will e-mail or send the 
location and directions prior to the Committee 
meeting scheduled for January 14, 2009. 
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Adjournment 

 
President Zack Earp adjourned the meeting at 7:16 p.m.  The 
Committee then toured Valley View’s new classrooms with Dr. 
Wendel Tucker. 
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Connie McDonald, Clerk/Recording Secretary 


